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While an empty booth is disinfected, a nurse conducts a coronavirus consultation in a separate compartment outside Seoul’s Yangji 
Hospital on Tuesday. The hospital introduced phone-booth-style coronavirus testing that allows the non-contact consultations. 


East Asia’s lessons for U.S. 


Aggressive testing, contact tracing and strict quarantines help slow the coronavirus 


BY SHIBANI MAHTANI 
AND SIMON DENYER 


HONG KONG — When authori- 
ties in Wuhan announced on 
Dec. 31 that they had detected a 
cluster of viral pneumonia in the 
Chinese city, with 27 cases linked 
to a seafood market, they said 
the disease was preventable and 
controllable, with “no obvious 
signs of human-to-human trans- 
mission.” 

But in wealthy places on Chi- 
na’s periphery — Hong Kong, 
Taiwan and Singapore, for in- 
stance — arapid response swung 
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Sanders may 
be open to 
dropping out, 
team signals 


BY SEAN SULLIVAN, 
MICHELLE YE HEE LEE 
AND JENNA JOHNSON 


Bernie Sanders signaled 
Wednesday that he was open to 
ending his presidential run after 
another round of landslide losses 
to Joe Biden, and new signs 
emerged of communication be- 
tween the two camps as some 
Democrats hoped for a swift end to 
a bruising primary. 

Sanders campaign officials said 
the senator from Vermont 
planned to leave Washington and 
return home, where he and his 
wife, Jane, would talk to support- 
ers and determine the future of his 
presidential run. The campaign 
also suspended its Facebook ads 
and, uncharacteristically, made no 
request for donations in an email 
to backers updating them on the 
situation. 

Biden deputy campaign manag- 
er Kate Bedingfield said that aides 
to the two candidates have been in 
touch regularly to discuss the pub- 
lic health crisis that has gripped 
the country, disclosing talks that 
could form the basis of a broader 
agreement on policies and might 

SEE CAMPAIGN ON A4 


into action. 

One reason was that they had 
learned from the past. 

“We were the SARS countries,” 
said Leong Hoe Nam, an 
infectious-disease specialist at 
Mount Elizabeth Hospital in Sin- 
gapore who contracted severe 
acute respiratory syndrome dur- 
ing the 2002-2003 outbreak. “We 
were all burned very badly with 
SARS, but actually it turned out 
to be a blessing for us.” 

Political will, dedicated re- 
sources, sophisticated tracking 
and a responsible population 
have kept coronavirus infections 


and deaths in Taiwan, Hong Kong 
and Singapore relatively low. 
South Korea, with more deaths, 
has led the way in widespread 
testing. Now, after seeing unprec- 
edented increases of imported 
cases, Taiwan, Hong Kong and 
Singapore have all moved to im- 
plement travel bans, essentially 
closing their borders to nonresi- 
dents or mandating 14-day quar- 
antines, to prevent a new uptick 
of cases. 

This offers lessons for the Unit- 
ed States and Europe as they 
grapple with thousands of new 
cases and sometimes-confused 


responses to the crisis. 

Just hours after China’s disclo- 
sure of the first cases in the city of 
Wuhan, Hong Kong’s Center for 
Health Protection warned local 
doctors to obtain travel and expo- 
sure histories from patients who 
had fever and acute respiratory 
symptoms, and to isolate those 
patients. In Taiwan, officials 
boarded planes arriving from 
Wuhan and assessed passengers 
for symptoms before allowing 
anyone to disembark. Within 
days, Singapore, South Korea and 
other Asian states had imple- 
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TALKS FOCUS ON SENDING CHECKS TO MANY 


Clashes likely over rescues for airlines, other industries 


BY ERICA WERNER, 
JEFF STEIN 
AND MIKE DEBONIS 


The Trump administration and 
congressional leaders rushed on 
Wednesday to assemble a massive 
stimulus package aimed at pre- 
venting the U.S. economy from 
plummeting into its worst col- 
lapse since the Great Depression, 
as fears about the coronavirus 
pandemic brought much of Amer- 
ican life to a standstill. 

The administration’s $1 trillion 
proposed rescue plan, which 
forms the basis for fast-moving 
negotiations on Capitol Hill, in- 
cludes sending two large checks to 
many Americans and devoting 
$300 billion toward helping small 
businesses avoid mass layoffs. Pri- 
orities laid out in a two-page Trea- 
sury Department document also 
include $50 billion to help rescue 
the airline industry and $150 bil- 
lion to prop up other sectors, 


which could include hotels. 

The White House is vetting 
these proposals with Senate GOP 
leaders before engaging more ful- 
ly with Democrats, so the package 
is certain to evolve in coming days. 
Democrats, meanwhile, are eye- 
ing their own priorities, largely 
aiming to shore up safety-net pro- 
grams and the public health infra- 
structure, as well as send money 
directly to American taxpayers, 
while shunning corporate bail- 
outs. Rep. Maxine Waters (D-Ca- 
lif.) proposed on Wednesday hav- 
ing the Federal Reserve send 
$2,000 to every American adult 
and $1,000 to every American 
child until the crisis ends. 

The emerging government 
stimulus package could be un- 
precedented in its size and veloci- 
ty, dwarfing the $800 billion stim- 
ulus law passed during the Obama 
administration and the $700 bil- 
lion Troubled Asset Relief Pro- 

SEE STIMULUS ON A12 


Backing for industry infusion 
would mark reversal for GOP 


BY ROBERT COSTA 
AND PHILIP RUCKER 


The novel coronavirus is rede- 
fining Donald Trump’s presidency 
eight months before he stands for 
reelection as he wagers that the 
potentially largest rescue package 
in U.S. history could protect the 
American people from the eco- 
nomic carnage brought by the 
pandemic. 

Trump will be tested at the 
ballot box not only by his manage- 
ment of the public health crisis 
but also his ability to navigate 
what the president says will prob- 
ably be a recession — a challenge 
that is reviving the decade-long 
debate over the use of public mon- 
ey to prop up private businesses. 

The administration on 
Wednesday outlined a $1 trillion 
plan, which includes $500 billion 
in cash payments to individual 
Americans and $300 billion to- 
ward helping small businesses, as 


Fight — and fear — on the front lines 


Doctors and nurses battling pandemic worry they could be infecting their families 


BY JOHN WoopRow Cox, 
MICHAEL E. MILLER 
AND PETER JAMISON 


When the message arrived 
Monday morning, Katie Patel 
was sitting on the floor in her 
living room, watching two of her 
children build a tower from mul- 
ticolored tiles as her third, a 
newborn, lay sprawled on a mat 
beside her. 

Patel, 32, suddenly faced one 
of the most difficult choices of 
her life, so she called her hus- 
band, an emergency room doc- 
tor at Mercy Hospital South in 
St. Louis. Busy with patients, he 
could not pick up then but called 
her back later that day. 

A colleague at the urgent care 
clinic where Patel worked as a 
nurse practitioner had self-quar- 
antined after feeling sick and 
being tested for the coronavirus, 
which causes the deadly disease 
covid-19, she told her husband. 
Short-staffed, the clinic wanted 
Patel, who still had two weeks of 
maternity leave left, to come 
back early. 

By then, the threat of the virus 
no longer felt distant. It had 
arrived, not just in America, but 
Missouri, St. Louis, and maybe 
one day soon, the couple feared, 
it would appear in their own 
home. Patel knew she would go 
back to work eventually, but she 
had thought those two weeks 
would give her enough time to 
prepare: to buy a new breast 
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Urgent care nurse Katie Patel reads to her three children at their home in Missouri. Her husband, an 
ER physician, has been taking extra safety precautions, while she may have to return to work early. 


pump, to rehearse in her mind 
how she’d stay safe at work, to 
make a plan for who would look 
after the children — the oldest 
was 3 — since it had become too 
risky for her mother, in her 60s, 
to care for them. 

Now, though, on the phone 
with her husband, Patel decided 


she could not wait. People need- 
ed her. She would go back. 

“If we get sick,” she thought, 
“were just going to hope for the 
best.” 

It is a grim sentiment shared 
by thousands of health-care 
workers on the front line of a 
pandemic that is expected to del- 


uge the nation’s hospitals with 
new patients in the coming 
weeks. The people treating them 
understand what that means. 
They have read the stories from 
Italy, about doctors dying. They 
have heard of the findings from 
Wuhan, China, where nearly lin 5 
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More coverage 


Ventilators: Hospitals hold back 
on purchase because of cost. A8 


At the White House: Kushner 
virus team sparks confusion. A12 


Economy: Trump is thrust into 
politics of industry bailouts. A21 


Layoffs: Unemployment offices 
see a Surge in applications. A23 


D.C. first responders: Dozens are 
self-quarantining. B1 


Media: Despite thirst for news, 
some organizations struggling. C1 


well as $50 billion for airlines and 
$150 billion for other affected 
sectors. 

Trump’s hastily crafted stimu- 
lus, which has won early support 
from most Republican lawmak- 
ers, marks a sea change on the 
political right. The president and 

SEE BAILOUT ON A19 


New hurdle 
for testing: 
Shortages of 
health supplies 


BY CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON, 
BRADY DENNIS, 
STEVEN MUFSON 
AND TOM HAMBURGER 


As the federal government 
scrambles to rapidly boost the 
nation’s capacity to test for the 
novel coronavirus, cutting red 
tape and leaning on the speed 
and technology of the private 
sector, new delays are developing 
because of a shortage of raw 
materials and vital items: chemi- 
cal solutions, swabs and even face 
masks for health-care workers. 

From coast to coast, local and 
state officials complain that 
shortages of everyday supplies 
are disrupting efforts to sharply 
ramp up testing, which is key to 
identifying the spread of disease. 
The scarcity is hampering both 
the ability of health-care workers 
in hospitals to draw samples to 
send to laboratories and the abili- 
ty of those laboratories to con- 
firm infection. 

This week, the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention at- 
tempted to address the mask 
shortage by recommending the 
use of bandannas, if necessary. 
“In settings where face masks are 
not available, [health-care pro- 
viders] might use homemade 
masks (e.g., bandana, scarf) for 

SEE TESTING ON A9 
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